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my space

James Brett
In the Museum
of Everything

Isetup the Museum of Everythingasa
space forartists living outside modern
society. We'reitinerant: our firsthome was
inarecording studioin North London,
then wewenttoagallery in Turin and
we're currently basedin a specially
constructed building inside Selfridges in
Central London. It’s something that comes
and goes and stays in your memory.

Mostoftheart hereisby peoplewith
learning disabilities; most galleries don't
viewitasart, they viewitasthis otherthing
thatthey can’t categorise. Themuseum
consists of about12 rooms and we have
madeit purposefully downatheel: the
corrugated-ironroofs and exposed
brickwork seemedlikeagood contrast with
Selfridges. Eve Stewart,whodidthe
production design for The King’s Speech,
was part ofthe 40-person design team.

The show is about the studios from
America to Belgium, to Japan and Italy,
that offer artists with somesort of
limitation the chanceto makeart. No
therapy,no teaching—justmaterialsand
time and space. Great things come out of
that. I love Giovanni Gallisnudes—he
prefers older, well-proportioned women,
usually viewed from behind —and Stefan
Hafner’s City of the Future, displayed in
Selfridges’window. Hafner’s father owned
the biggest toyshop in his German town,
butneverlet him play with the trains.

Some of our supporters think that
movingto Selfridgesis the worst thing that
weeverdid, and I justanswer that their
bigotry against Selfridges mirrors
humanity’s bigotry against artistswith
disabilities. We came here toreacha wider
public. We wanted to doitina place where
itcould be seen by several hundred
thousand people.

The Museum of Everythingisat
Selfridges, London W1, to Oct 25
(workevery.com)
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5 minutes with Joe Simpson
Joe Simpson, 51, is best known for writing isolating. Climbingis a very intense : by how onesingle event can utterly Do youstill live dangerously?
Touching the Void, hisaccount of a experience, but you're often doingit changeyourlife because of the way you Istopped climbingin 2009.1 decided:
near-fatal climbing accident in the Andesin with a friend. - choosetoreacttoit. I don’t think that thatI'drather not end upundera pile of
1985. At the time, Simon Yates, his friend and ; Simon [Yates] or I have ever particularly ice. Butit’slike trying to get offheroin. It
fellow climber, was criticised for cuttingthe | Yournew novel, The Sotind of Gravity, agonised about ourtimein Peru. Tousthe | waswhatdefined meandit’snotthere
rope from which Simpson hung. Their isalovestory set in the Alps. Howmuch surprisewas not thatwe had an accident any more.
ordealwas madeinto a filmin2003. ofitisbased onyour own experiences? butthatwe survived. _

It’s very selfish to climb. Yougo offand Whatnexi? -
Doyou mind that you are still being have youradventures and, ifyou die, it’s Youhave worked as a motivational I find writing novels difficult, so that's what
asked about something thathappened yourloved oneswhosuffer. That sense speakerat corporate events; doyou ‘Iwanttodo. The next onewon'tbe about
26 yearsago? ofvigilandlossis amain partofthe stilldo that? ~ climbing. If you're only doing the things
It’sadouble-edged sword.I'vedone book. The central story is partly I'vedone enough so thatIwon't starveif you've donebefore,you haven’t proved
better thingsin mountaineering since autobiographical. I'vefound remains peoplehatethisbook.Idon'tbelievein anything. Youneed to have anuncertain
andIthink that I've written better books, ofbodies at thebottom of motivation;you eitherwanttodo outcomewhen you start otherwise life gets
but I'll always be known as the guy who crevasses; I'vebeeninsome something oryoudon’t. Motivational very boring. '
crawled home. fairly nasty storms. I was | gurusareidiots. Ijusttell the story of

writing within my own world. | Touchingthe Void. There’s stuffin there What's thescariest thing that you
You'vewritten seven books. Doyou ButIdon’tseemyselfasthe ~ thatpeople cantakeaway. It’s quite coulddonow?
consideryourself more ofawriterthan protagonist. | don'tdragmy - difficulttohold anaudienceforan hour I'vehadalotof experience offear. Having
amountaineer? pastinto my present: - —it’squiteathrill. Maybeljustlikedoing | avividimagination doesn’thelp.Inearly
Yes, sadly. Giventhe choice Iwould have - scarythings. Butithasalsohelped me. wenttothe Kenyan coast with my partner,
liked to have been the world’sbest Yourmain characteris Corinne,and I thoughthow terrifyingto
mountaineer. Writingisalot more traumatised by aneventthat Haveyourexperiences brought bekidnapped by pirates. That would give
terrifying. happened 25 years earlier. Is you closertopeople? methewillies.

there noparallel withyou? Mostof my friends say that I'm completely | Megan Walsh
Why? | Whatyouknowasa unable torelatetoanybody, butthey're
When I'm climbing I dontseekanybody’s | mountaineeristhatshithappens. justbeing cruel! ThefactthatIhad an TheSound of Gravityis published by
approval, butyouwantpeopletolike You analyse what you did wrong extraordinary experience has givenme Jonathan Cape at £16.99.Joe Simpson
whatyou've written. I'd rather eat my andright,andyoumoveon. My - aninsightinto myself, butithasn't made appears at The Times Cheltenham
kneecapsthan go through this period of characterbeats himselfup over merelateto people any better. I'm justas Literature Festivalon Oct12; '
waiting for reviews. Writing can be very onemoment. I'm fascinated scared asbefore. 01242505444, cheltenhamfestivals.com
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